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Abstract

On 9 May 2014, some 400 migrants, most of whom petit entrepreneurs and shopkeepers, marched
in a demonstration in downtown Athens against enduring police harassment affecting their business.
This may be seen as the explosion in a series of anti-immigrant measures taken by successive Greek
governments in recent years, at a time when the market downturn amidst economic crisis, austerity,
and an overall negative social and political climate has led to deepening difficulties for growing
numbers of migrants who make a living in Greece. Nowhere in the country this is more pronounced
than in central Athens, where migrant economies have grown silently in the past 20 years or so.

This paper draws on fieldwork research that took place during 2012-13 in order to assess the
circumstances of migrant entrepreneurship in the years of the crisis and the ways self-employed
immigrants develop in order to cope with the situation they are faced with. The study builds a
comparative perspective between migrant-owned and native-owned small businesses in three
neighbourhoods of central Athens. Through these, the study unveils three parallel “crises” that
predated the current one, even if they are now mingled with its overwhelming dynamics. Firstly,
Greece’s “immigration crisis”, a product of the way migratory trends have been managed by the
State since the early 1990s. This partly relates to the “crisis of small enterprises”, major employers
of migrant labour in the 1990s, and the challenges posed by internationalisation and large-scale
competition. Both are in turn associated to the “urban crisis of Athens”, referring to processes of
urban development in relation to shifting social and economic geographies in the city.
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Lepiinyn

Y1c 9 Moiov 2014, mepimov 400 petavdoteg, otnv TAEOPNEIO TOVG LKPOETLYEPNUOTIES KoL
KOTOGTNUATAPYES, OLUONAMOAY GTO KEVTPO TG ABNVOC KATA TOV ETAVEIMNUUEVOV TOPEVOYANCEDV
amod TNV actuvouio Tov emnpedlovy Tig entyelpnoels tovc. To yeyovog pmopel va Bewpnbel wg n
KOPLOT] TOL TOYOPOLVOL CMPEING OVTI-UETAGTEVTIKMOV UETPOV TOV EAANVIKOV KLPEPVAGE®V TO
TeEAELTALN XPOVIO, GE 0L ETOYN TOL 1] TTMOCT TNG AYOPAS, EV LECH OTKOVOUIKTG Kpiong, MTdTnTos Kt
€VOC GLVOMKA OpVNTIKOD KOWMOVIKOD KOl TOATIKOU KAINATOG, €YEL OOMYNGEL GE EVIEWOUEVEG
dvuokoAieg v avéavopevo aplBud petavaotdv mov mpoomafodv va emPidcovv oty EAAGSQ.
[TovBeva 61N YOpa dev givar eviovotepn aVT 1 KATAGTOCT 0t 0,TL 6T0 KEVTIpPO TG ABNvag, dmov
NOUETAVOACTEVTIKEG OIKOVOLEG ExouV eamAmBel clwnnAd ot didpkela TV TeElevTainy 20 eT0OV.

H mapovoa sionynon Paciletoar oe emtomo £pELVA TOV TPOAYUATOTOMONKE KATA TN SIAPKELD TOV
2012-13 ko d1epELVA TOVG OPOLE TNG UETAVOCTEVTIKNG EMLYEIPTLOTIKOTNTAG GTO ¥PpOVI TG Kpiong
Kol TOVG TPOTOVS TOVG OTTOIOVG AVOTTUGGOVY Ol VTOUTOGYOAOVEVOL LETAVAGTEG TPOKELUEVOL VO,
avtaneEéABovy. H pedét Pociletor 6e GLYKPLTIKY OVAALGT KPOV ETYEPTCEDV LUETAVAGTOV KO
EMMvov og Tpelg yertoviég Tov k€vipov s AONvag. AToKaAOTTOVTOL TPES TOPAAANAES «KPIGELS»
oV TPONYNONKAY NG oNUeEPIVNG, AV Kol TAEOV €0pTMOVTAL OO TN GUVIPITTIKN OLVOULKY TNG.
IIpdtov, n “kpiomn g petovdotevons” ommv EAAGda, mpoidv tov tpoémov e tOV omoio 1
LETOVACTEVOT AVTIIUETOTIGTNKE A0 TO KPATOG amd TS apyés tng dekaetiog tov 1990. Avtn ev
puépet oyxetiCeton pe v “kpion TOV  UIKPOV  emyelpoemv’, Pacikovg  €pYodOTEG  TOL
LETOVOCTEVTIKOD £PYATIKOD OLVOKOD MOM amd T Ogkoetio Tov 1990, ko TiIc mTPOKANGE TOV
avtipetonilovv g éva dieBvomompévo mraicto avrayovicpov. Kot ot 600 cuvdoéovtar emmiéov pe
mv “acTikn kpion g ABMvac”, avaopikd LE TIG TACELS OOTIKNAG OVOTTUENG GE GYEON UE TIG
LETAPOAAOEVEG KOVOVIKESG KOl OIKOVOUIKES YEWYPAPIEG GTNV TOAN.



